National Conference 

Assistive Technology for ALL – 2030

August 2 – 3, 2019, Nimhans, Bengaluru
Improving Access to Quality and Affordable Assistive Technology

Terminology:

Assistive technology is the application of organized knowledge and skills related to assistive products, including systems and services.

Assistive products: Any external product (including devices, equipment, instruments or software), especially produced or generally available, the primary purpose of which is to maintain or improve an individual’s functioning and independence, and thereby promote their well-being. Assistive products are also used to prevent impairments and secondary health conditions. 

The most common examples of assistive products include wheelchairs, mobility aids, hearing aids, prosthetic and orthotic devices, low vision aids and communication aids.

Background:

WHO estimates that today, more than one billion people need one or more assistive products. The majority of these are older people and people with disabilities. With populations ageing and a rise in non-communicable diseases, the need of assistive products will be expected to increase in the future as the number of older people worldwide increases from 841 million in 2013 (11.7% of the world’s population) to more than 2 billion (21.1%) by 2050 

However, today only one in ten people in need have access to assistive technology. Without it, people are often excluded and locked into poverty and isolation; also increasing the impact of disease and disability on the person, his/her family and on society.  
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development especially Goal 3: places good health and well-being for all at all ages at the center of a new development vision. It emphasizes universal health coverage (UHC) to ensure a sustainable development for all, so that everyone everywhere can access the health services needed and this can be advanced inclusively only if people are able to access quality assistive products.

WHO is coordinating the GATE initiative to address this huge and unmet need and to realize Article 32 (international cooperation) of the Convention on the Rights of persons with disabilities. The four interlinked tools Policy, Personnel, Products and Provision will address the key components of an assistive technology ecosystem:

Scenario of assistive technology in India.

The UNCRPD together with the Incheon Strategy and the 2030 Agenda for SDG3 obligate Governments to ensure access for PWDs to information, transportation, enabling physical environment, communication technology and accessibility to services.  In India, the RPD Act 2016, the government’s Accessible India and Make in India campaigns aim at these components, but action is hampered by low budget allocation, administrative inefficiency and access issues.  In India, the official figure for the disabled is 26.8 million or 2.21 percent of the total population of 1.3 billion (15% really, if we go by WHO estimates). Children with disability (CWD) constitute some 4-5 million. India’s goal of universal health coverage by 2020 seems distant 

Considering the need, impact, challenges and possible solution to AT, Mobility India would like to take the WHO’s GATE initiative forward.  Mobility India participated with WHO in coordinating the GATE initiative to address this huge and unmet need and MI realizes the need for strengthening the gap.

ATscale and global development of AT sector – a huge opportunity at our door-step

There is a considerable growth of India's impact investing in the industry.  In the start of the 20th century there was an increased need and demand for quality and cost-effective Pharmaceuticals, Bio-technology and Biologicals with majority of countries launching National Health and Universal vaccination programs. This opportunity identified by the Govt. Agencies and local entrepreneurs stepped up the R&D efforts coupled with financial incentives to meet this global demand.  India has demonstrated effectively its capacity to become a world power house especially in the field of medicines and vaccines as well as in the IT. The scenario in other health products was quite similar few year ago. India is taking an active interest in developing medical devices and bio technology centers. Such early breakthroughs put India on the map as a global manufacturer, innovator and exporter of services and products with improved earnings. This paved way for higher and steady investments by overseas leading to expansion of employment opportunities and exchange of technical and scientific knowledge. 
The growing need for AT both in India and globally is a great opportunity to have a maximum possible impact which cannot be missed.  India can lead the way to design and develop life-changing and innovative AT, and scale up the AT sector. This step lays the foundation for market shaping of AT to reduce the access gap for the needy not only in India but also globally. This can be delivered with right impetus by Govt. agencies and in collaboration with National and International Academia, Industry and Scientific research Institutes.   This move along with national AT policies and programs would form an important component of Universal Health coverage which would benefit India and also the global community as more quality products will be available and accessible at an affordable price for everyone and everywhere.
MI promotes and develops innovative and cost- effective assistive products and bring together the network of partners to help identify the best innovations/solutions that are out there to help scale and succeed AT.  Our work reaffirms Mobility India’s priorities and values with WHO’s GATE’s initiatives.
To kick-start and facilitate development of the AT sector in India and making India a global powerhouse for AT and also to coincide with Mobility India’s 25 years of service, a two-day National Conference on Assistive technology for All – 2030 is organised on August 2 - 3 2019 at NIMHANS, Bengaluru.
Objective: 

Bringing all the relevant stakeholders together to discuss, identify and agree on key steps to augment AT sector and develop a national AT alliance.  

Specific Objectives:

1. Creating awareness on AT involving all key stakeholders, AT users in particulars.
2. Connecting AT with the key development initiatives; especially Make in India and Skills India.

3. Connecting Indian AT initiatives with the Global AT initiatives such as ATscale or WHO’s GATE initiative

4. Developing a taskforce to draft the National AT policy and developing Priority Assistive Products List of India

5. Improving access to quality and affordable assistive technology to realize the goals of CRPD and SDG.

Goal:   To work towards developing India as a leading AT powerhouse to improve access to quality and affordable assistive technology in India and beyond.
Participants:

We expect over 250 participants from India and other countries to participate in the conference. The target participants include Policy makers, Government Officials, National/International bodies and agencies, AT associations, Academia, Universities, Researchers, Health care personnel, Rehabilitation experts, Design Engineers, Manufactures, Innovators, Corporates, Architects, civil society organizations especially Organizations of people with disabilities and organizations of older people, AT users and their families, care givers and other stakeholders who are involved in the field of assistive technology. 
The conference would provide an excellent platform to network, collaborate, learn and share good and validated practices from all over the region in the field of Technology.  

Expected outcome:

1. Greater awareness on the need for AT and looking beyond current market and practices.
2. Understanding the immediate need for the developing of an AT ecosystem including policy framework, aligning personnel, product realization, and appropriate service delivery approach with different financing mechanisms.

3. Creating an AT alliance of India to set the pathways for network of stakeholders for multisector involvement and initiate a roadmap to develop national AT policy including development of a National Priority Assistive Products List (APL). 

4. Having an inclusive barrier-free environments so that all people who need assistive technology can make optimum use of it, in order to live independently and safely and participate fully in all aspects of life; 
5. Bridging the gap among AT stakeholders within India and then between India and rest of the world. 
� https://www.who.int/en/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/assistive-technology
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Ref:  Census 2011 updated 2016 http://disabilityaffairs.gov.in/content/accessible_india.php 
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